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"Give all the

credit to the Fres

no Police Depart
ment. The case

was thoroughly in
vestigated."

Ralph MacMichael,
•prosecutor
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networfe-operator guilty of sodomy
M Judge orders Mark"

Forston to jail until
sentencing on June 21.

By Pablo Lopez
The Fresno Bee

A Fresno juiy convicted M^k
Forston Monday of sodomizing a
16-year-old boy, whom he lured
to his Tower District home in
March 1990 after the two chat
ted through a computer network.

Jurors, who deliberated six
hours in Fresno County Superior
Coxirt, also found Forston guilty
of three felony counts of at
tempting to distribute harmful
material with the intent to se
duce a minor.

Judge Frank J. Creede Jr. re
voked Forston's $25,000 bail and
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ordered him held in Fresno
County Jail until he is sentenced
June 21. Forston faces iip to 10
years in prison, lawyers said.

Authorities said the Forston
case may be the first computer-
sex crime case in Fresno County.
Forston, 51, a painter and waU-
paper installer, operated a sexu
ally explicit computer-telephone
line network that, catered to the
gay community.

"Give all the credit to the
Fresno Police Department. The
case was" thoroughly investigat
ed,", said prosecutor Ralph-Mac-
Michael, a deputy in the District
Attorney's OfEce.

MacMichael said the key to the
case was the victim, who testified
to his relationship with Forston
and who accurately described

Forston's bedroom.

The victim testified that in
March 1990, he was socially
vnthdrawn and seldom left home
when he became acquainted with
Forston through the computer
network Forston operated firom
his home. He said he told For
ston he was 19 at the time r-
since Forston required that users
of his computer network be
adults. .

Chatting through the compufr
er, the teen-ager and Forston be
came. friends, exchEinging mes
sages laced with sexually explicit
language about homosexuality.

When they finally met in per
son at a restaurant, the.
teen-ager said he told Forston be

Please see Forston, Page B3



.V; ĵ:,
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;was-'16.;He•said- Forstoh .:
Inred him'.to his home "under the
guise of.' jgiving^h^..computer

• software/';. . ^ • .
The; teen-ager..;said..: Forston '

Mssed himj;.fondled: him,, then
threatened' and/sodomized him
in Forston's be&oo^ 0 ., ' >

Foratdn/t^iifi^-that^
the^tMn/agw,'vbut-5*^^^;not ineet

•''him.in person}until-l^y .X^^. at
. Forstbn'a-preliniihary i^Siaxmg,
. He -smd/the ;t(»n;ager^^-|̂ ^
•^.up .. the*/charge8,; after Porston
' " him off the computer net-
;work for/ lyihg^-.ahd ^bwause". he

. 'was .looking-for dat^.j' y;^ •;
/ / •'frm. disappoint;^; in"
..•diet," saidForston's.lay^er/w-
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rick'Byere. "Th'e^ be'an ap-
-peakfiled.".-} - ^ ;
• Adcordihg. to -^
Fre^o police !beg^ :investiCTt-',.
ing Forston in February 1&92 ;
when';detectives received -a .tip
that..he was adverting in hews-.

-!papers for young.mala nipdels. '•
Forston was' arrest^ 'March.}

13,1992, afterhavmg a.comput-,.
•er conversation ^with Detective
Frank Clark, who was posing as;!
a 15-year-old boy^ Clark said For-'.
'ston sent'him pornographic ma-

"'terial throu^ the.iMmputOT..
Forston postedhail," but. was

arrested a' second tiine on April
7;:1992, when the 19-year-old
told police Forston ;had sodom-

• ized him tWo yeare'earher. y••
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