The Fresno Bee
Tuesday
May 25, 1993

------ Computeﬂ neﬁwrle@pemmr gmlty of sodomy

- “Give all the
- credit to the Fres-
no Police Depart-
ment. The case

-vestigated.”

Hafph MacMichael,
- prosecutor

was thoroughly in- -

B Judge orders Mark-
Forston to jail until
sentencing on June i

By Pablo Lopez
The Fresno Bee

" A Fresno jury conncted Mark
Forston Monday of sodomizing a
16-year-old boy, whom he lured
to his Tower District home in
March 1990 after the two chat-
ted through a computer network.

Jurors, who deliberated six

hours in Fresno County Superior

Court, also found Forston guilty
of three felony counts of at-
tempting to distribute harmful
material w1th the intent to se-
duce a minor. '

Judge Frank J. Creede dJr. re-

"1 voked Forston’s $25,000 bail and

PN . T

ordered him held in Fresno

County Jail until he is sentenced -

June 21. Forston faces up to 10

. years in prison, lawyers said.

. Authorities said the Forston

* case may be the first computer-
-gex crime case in Fresno County.
Forston, 51, a painter and wall-

paper mstalle;, operated a sexu-

ally explicit computer-telephone .
line network: that, catered to the

gay cominunity.

“Give all the credit to the
Fresno Police Department. The
case was thoroughly investigat-
ed,”. said prosecutor Ralph -Mac-

chhael a deputy in the Dlstnct :

Attorney s Office.
MacMichael said the key to the

-case was the victim, who testified

to his relationship with Forston
and who accurately described

Forston’s bedroom.

The victim testified that in
March 1990, he was socially’

" withdrawn and seldom left home

when he became dcquainted with
Forston through the computer

"network Forston operated from
‘his home. He said he told For-
‘ston he was 19 at the time -—

since Forston required that users
of his computer network be
adults.

Chatting through the compui-
er, the teen-ager and Forston be-
came friends, exchanging mes-
sages laced with sexually explicit -
Ia.ngua.ge about homosexuality.

"When they finally met’ in per-
son at a restaurant, the.
teen-ager said he told Forston Le

Please see Forston, Page B3




* Continued ‘from Page:B1.7. "+ .- - rick Byers. “There will
‘was” 16. 'He’ said. ‘Forston::then | opeal.filed.”.; <o et

.  lured him to his’home under the * According'to - court . records, e
’ , guse .of.'_'gmng'lhxm_"comquelj ‘ Fresno, police’;began .investigat-. - St el
. spftwa_re. o T T _ing 'Forston in ‘February: 1992 .- R
- The’ teen-ager.-said.- Forston ’ “when' detectives received ‘a tip' -
~ kissed him,‘:-.fgxidlpd;'lﬁm,ﬁtthen"f".that,.,h_e was-advertising in news- ¥
threatened 'and ‘sodomized "him ‘papers for young male models. ™ .
- in Forston's bedroomn, .. -~ . »: Forston was arrested March'

be’

an ap- ..

 Forston. testified that e knew . 13,1992, after having a.comput-

‘the -teen-ager,.but:did not:meet .er conversation ‘with' Detective - .. Ty et

 :him in person’until'May1892 at "~ Frank. Clark, who was ‘posing as’ AU

. Forston's - preliminary Kparing. - a-15-year-old boy. Clark said Fors"’ . SR :

‘ . He ‘said®the ‘teen-ager-Yumped. ‘ston ‘sent” him pornographic ma- . ™

- : %.up-.l'thg;'.;chgrg_es,ffgfpe:.; Forston - terial through the computer. = - - | o
- " kicked himoff the computer net-. * " Forston postéd :bail,. but. was :

- , s work for’lyingand because-he  arrested a“second time on April " o
Co -, was looking-for’dates.. - ;:1992, when . the . 19-year-old o

‘'m. disappointéd’inthe ' ver- - :told .police -Forstorni had -sodom- : iy

dict,” _saidForsbon’g:lhwai,“-" - "jzed him two years earlier. -
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